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Welcome to Spring!!!  

Dare we say that spring has arrived in the Northwest? Who knows what weôre still 

in for, but youôre in for some great stories in this edition of the OldDog Haven  

e-newsletter.  

In this issue, we honor two dogs rescued by OldDog Haven that recently passed 

away, Scrappy and Brody. They are wonderful examples of how even elderly dogs 

can still blossom when provided with loving care and support.  

If youôve never met Jessica, youôll enjoy the story of this big, old, sad, and some 

even said unattractive, dog that is now beautiful inside and out thanks to her new 

family.  

And, ahem (blush), there is a story about me. I tried the silent treatment when 

the newsletter team suggested it, but this gang is persistent, and I did not win 

that battle. I do hope that the story will inspire some of you to consider either a 

foster or Final Refuge dog or, if fostering is not possible, to get involved in other 

ways and encourage others  to do so as well. ï J.N.  

 Events 

About OldDog Haven 
OldDog  Haven provides 
assisted living and 
hospice for senior dogs, 
as well as help in placing 
senior dogs in new, 
loving homes. We serve 
Western Washington, 
with foster homes from 
Blaine to Vancouver. T o 
find out more, see 
www.olddoghaven.org   

 

 

Barry Dudley with Final Refuge dog Sassy. Only 
able to walk short distances, Sassy experiences 
her first ñstrollò and is really ready to go 

places!  

Meet folks from OldD og Haven at 

these upcoming events:  

× May 31: Kitsap County Pets Walk , 

Bremerton  

× May 31:  PetPalooza , Auburn  

× July 1 2 - 13: Mill Creek Festival  at 

Paddywackôs, Mill Creek Town Center 

× June 29: Pride Weekend Fair , 

Seattle Center  

× August 31: Whatcom Humane 

Society Dog Days of Summer , 

Bellingham  

We are tentatively planning the 2nd  

Old Dog Walk  for September 27 th  at 

Birch Bay Park in Blaine. If you are 

interested in helping  out, contact 

jeannie.scholl@verizon.net  

http://www.olddoghaven.org/
http://www.kitsaphumane.org/petswalk.php
http://www.auburnwa.gov/news_view.asp?nwID=267
http://www.millcreekfestival.com/
http://www.seattlepride.org/
http://www.whatcomhumane.org/php/index.php?events
http://www.whatcomhumane.org/php/index.php?events
http://www.whatcomhumane.org/php/index.php?events
mailto:jeannie.scholl@verizon.net


 

From Abandonment to a Perfect Life:  
Jessicaõs Story 

  

Itôs hard to understand how anyone 

could abandon a gentle old dog, but 

thatôs exactly what happened to Jessica 

in 2006. When her owners moved, they 

left her behind. A kind neighbor took 

her to a shelter where she sat for a 

month, not understanding what had 

happened to her and attracting no 

interest. After all, she wasnôt the 

prettiest dog in the world, and she 

looked very sad. ODH took her in and 

placed her in a foster home in Blaine.  

 

 

Her foster mom, Julie Pruitt, picks up 

the story here:  

 

 
 
Jessica keeping those chops clean while relaxing 
at her new home with the Rabkinôs 

 

How to Help 
There are many ways t o 
help! You can do 
anything  from taking a 
foster dog into your 
home, to hanging a 

poster or two. See How 

You Can Help  on our 

website.  

 

ñMy husband Charley and I  had no idea what to expect in fost ering our first Final 

Refu ge dog, but Jess made it easy. When she walked into our home, she simply 

plunked herself down on our chocolate labôs bed as if to say, ó�)�L�Q�D�O�O�\�«a bed of my 

own again.ô 

 

ñIt soon became clear  that Jessica  needed exercise ; s he c ould  barely walk a 

quarter mile. óJess, old girl,ô I told her, óweôve gotta get you m -o-v- i-n-g!  Inch by 

inch, anythingôs a cinch!ô  My goal was to extend her walks by a few more steps 

each day . Within a month, she was walking a mile and her demeanor changed -  

she became playful . Sometimes after a long nap, sheôd saunter over to me and, 

with her big tail swinging, put her head between my legs and look up at me as if 

to say, óWanna play?ô  She was just a big, loveable musheré a beautiful soul. 

ñTwo months later , I was at our vetôs with Buddy, our chocolate lab. As we were 

leaving, Dr. Rabkin followed me to the car  where Jessica was waiting. óHow would 

you feel if I adopted her?ô he asked. Tears sprung to my eyes . How could I 

possibly let her go?  But I quickly c hanged my thinking . What better way for her 

to live out her life than in the care of a vet!ò 

 

If this email was 

forwarded to you, and 

youôd like to receive it 

in the future , send an 

email to 

odhnews@verizon.net  

 

 

To stop receiving this 

newsletter, send an 

email to 

odhnews@verizon. net  

Dr. Rabkin takes up the story:  

ñI had suffered a serious leg injury in 

March 2006 and, previous to that, had 

lost my chow -shepherd mix to cancer.  

In early summer, when I became  

adequately mobile, I was more than 

ready for a canine companion. I have  

an especially soft spot for big, old dogs.  

Dr. Monroe, my associate, had  

mentioned Jessica to me, since she was 

the one who had seen her at the clinic. 

She thought [Jessica] would be a great 

dog for me. It is always a difficult  

Decision regarding which  dog to adopt,  

 

 
 

Jessica with David  and Ariel Rabkin  


