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About OldDog Haven 
OldDog Haven provides 
assisted living and hospice 

for senior dogs, as well as 
hel p in placing senior dogs 

in new,  loving homes. We 

serve Western Washington, 
with foster homes from 

Blaine  to Vancouver . To find 
out more, see  

www.olddoghaven.org   
 

 

How to Help 
There are many ways to 

help ! You can do anything  
from taking a foster dog into 

your home  to  hanging a 
poster or two. See How You 

Can Help  on our website.  
 

 
 
If this email was 
forwarded to you, and 
youôd like to receive it in 
the future , send an email 
to odhnews@verizon.net  
 
 
To stop receiving this 

newsletter, send an email 
to odhnews@verizon.net  
 
 
To have this newsletter 
sent to a different email 
address , send an email to 
odhnews@verizon.net  
 
 
To receive a PDF version 
of  this newsletter, send 
an email to 
odhnews@verizon.net  
 
 
 

  
Forward to a Friend  
Know somebody who loves 
old dogs?  The more people 

who join our network, the 
more dogs we can help!  

 

Contact Us 
www. olddoghaven.org  
Email:  
olddoghaven@verizon.net  
Phone:  (360) 653 -0311  
 
 

The Newsletter T eam 
Thanks to those  who 
contributed to this 
newsletter:  

 
Ardeth De Vries  
Heidi Espe  
Ron Kerrigan  
Alicia Kobory  
Kathy M.   
Dr. Terri McCalla  
Julie Nowicki  (editor)  
Judith Piper  
Mary Staberg  
Ann  Vick  
 
 

If you have ideas or 
feedback for future 
newsletters, please send 
them to:  
odhnews@verizon.net  
 

Welcome to the Second Issue of the OldDog Haven E-Newsletter é 
and an especially warm h ello to the new folks who are joining u s!  Please keep forwarding this to 
friends ða simple act from you helps more than you might guess. We are often  asked how 
OldDog Haven got started.  The wait is over  since y ou'll find out in  this issue . Plus, meet a  
wonderful old dog named Ozzie  through the eyes of the many people who love him.  

Ever w ondered if you should worry about those hazy blue eyes older dogs have? Dr. Terri 
McCalla h as contributed a very informative article. Enjoy, and thanks for caring from a bunch of 
old dogs ( almost  100 now!).    -  J.N.  

Events 

 

ODH booth at the Mutt Strutt , Everett, September 2007  

Gabrielle Flanagan  and final refuge foster Maria (left), Kristine 

Carter  and her daughter , Natalie, and foster dog Ernie  (beagle) 
talking with a visitor  

Events have wound down f or the 
season, but we always appreciate  

your  support . Bark in the Park at 
Anacortes , Dog Days of Summer in 
Bellingham,  and the WAIF Wag -n-
Walk in Whidbey Island were ju st a 
few  where ODH had a presence. A 
number of  our  alumni also stopped 
by to say hello  at the Everett Mutt 
Strut  booth in September . It ôs 
alw ays great to see the dogs  with 
their new families and hear how well 
they ôre doing in their new lives.   We 
also  met many of the visitors to our 
website and it was wonderful having 

faces to associate with our web 
traffic. As one kind woman put it, 
she ñlikes to read the storiesò online. 
Thanks to those  who expressed their 
apprecia tion for our mission of 
rescue (providing foster homes , 
adoption and hospice for senior 
dogs )  and supported us with 
donations.  

Taking Care of Each Otheré. Ozzieõs Story  
Ozzieôs story is best told by the people who love him. Saving Ozzie was truly a team effort: 

We have Judith, who made it happen; Heidi, his foster Mom and initial rehab coach for 
several months; Alicia, who went above and beyond to fix his coat and skin; and his Final  
Refuge Mom and partner, Kathy.  

 

Kathy and Ozzie  

Judith Piper, Executive Director, OldDog Haven :  

ñLast December a pastor called and asked if we could 
take an old dog belonging  to a parishioner who was 
leaving . We made arrangements to pick him up in 
Monroe since the owner's car didn't have enough gas 
to go farther. I've never smelled anything like Ozzie 
(and we all know  Judith has smelled a lot of dog 
smells ! ) . His s kin and ears were infected wit h yeast, 
filth, cigarette smoke ðwho knows what else .  He 
was a wreck, but we could tell he was an unusually 
charismatic dog.  It took n early two months of hard 
work from  Heidi, as well as many vet visits , to  get 
him over the worst of it.  Meanwhile, our wonderful 
groomer Alicia made time for him on a regular basi s 
to help  his skin and coat start to recover. When I 
heard from a wonderful older lady  who wanted to 
take in a Final Refuge senior dog , s he had some 
specific criteria. The new addition to her family 
needed to be big enough to protect her and well 
behaved e nough to handle  long walks. Ozzie seemed 
the perfect choice.  And he was! ò 

Heidi Espe, ODH foster Mom :  

ñOzzie is a great dog who, despite all of his physical 
neglect, still loved and trusted people.  For that first 
car trip t o my home, he smelled so bad  tha t I had 
to roll all the windows down. He just looked at me 
from the back seat with those trusting brown eyes. 
The aroma in my car became even more interesting 
when he threw up on the way home, and  several 
times upon arrival as well. (Judithôs car also 
rece ived one of these Ozzie Surprises, in case you 
were wondering.)  Can you imagine how muc h a 90 -
pound dog can throw up? Upset stomach aside, he 
immediately fit right into the routine of things ð
running around with his tongue hanging out  and 
romping around in  the heavy snow trying to find the 
ball. ò 

 
 

Ozzie after a few weeks in his foster home with 
Heidi, and already many medicated baths with 

Alicia.  

ñOzzie is one of the sweetest, kindest, and most well -mannered companions I have ever 
fostered.  Everyone he  came in contact with fell in love with him.ò 

Alicia Kobory, Groomer, Stanwood Kennels :  

ñOzzie is the coolest dog in the world. I've been in this business 10 yrs and I've seen one or 

two other dogs that I felt lucky to meet ðOzzie is one of them. He  came in  with half the hair 
he should have had and several bald s pots. Although he still has one of them, he now has a 
nice comb -over to hide it!  Heôs an old dog who thinks he's still a puppy and desperately wants 
to be a lap dog, even with his 90ish pound body.  Anyone who gets to know him  is the luckiest 
person around ðhe picks up on your strengths and weaknesses and does everything he can to 
help. His Final Refuge Mom, Kathy, does everything she can for him. The first time I saw the 
two of them together, they were  walking down our gravel path with its occasional  rough 
spots. She had some trouble and he stayed right by  her side, preventing  her from falling. I 
think they both have a job. She's a woman w ho's helping a dog rehabilitate and  he's going 
out of his way to be her therapist. When she comes to pick him up , he does his crazy happy 
stuff, but never jumps on her. He even hit her w ith his tail once and stopped and turned 
around right away to see if she was OK.ò 
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mailto:odhnews@verizon.net?subject=Please%20send%20me%20a%20newsletter%20in%20PDF%20format
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Kathy, Ozzieôs Final Refuge Mom: 

ñThe main thing about  Ozzie is that he is so good!  He always tries to do what is expected of 

him and is so smart that he understands right away. When I decide that it is bedtime, he 
goes into the  bedroom and sleeps on his bed ðwhich is on the floor right beside mine. He 
never wakes or bothers me, except for one day when I slept much later than usual and he 
came over to check up on me. He put his nose right up against  my face. I didnôt even mind 
that he woke me up because it just meant that someone cared about me.ò 

ñYouôve never seen a hungrier dog than Ozzie.   He 
loves to eat, and I love to feed him.  Itôs a struggle 
these days to keep from having a fat dog because he 
loves the dog biscuits I bake for him. When Ozzie 
first came to me, he had some physical ailments that 
kept him from feeling altogether well.  I also had a 
bad knee that needed surgery.  Now heôs feeling great 
and my knee has been repaired, so we go for long 
walks together and both enjoy that a lot.  We also go 
to the dog park where he can rough and tumble with 
ma ny other dogs while I sit on a log.  I am so thankful 
to have this wonderful dog and believe he is happy to 
live with me.ò 

 

Your Old Dogõs Eyes 
Terri L. McCalla, DVM, MS, diplomate ACVO (American College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists),  

Animal Eye Care ,  Bellingham, WA  

While dog eyes are in many respects similar 
to human eyes, there are some differences 
too. This first article about eye conditions and 
geriatric dogs focuses on the lens.  
 
It is very common for geriatric dogs to have 
bluish -colored pupils, inst ead of the pupils 
being black. This haziness of the pupil is 
often mistaken as being caused by a 
cataract, although it usually is not.  A cataract 
is any white opacity of the lens through which 
light will not pass. Older dogs with bluish -

colored pupils have nuclear sclerosis, which is 
a normal aging change of the lens that every 
old dog will have. Every older person also has 
nuclear sclerosis; in people this results  in 
difficulty with near vision ðwe need reading 
glasses. This is because in order to focus up 
close, the lens needs to change its shape and 
become rounder. When the lens is sclerotic, it 
is not as flexible and cannot change its shape 
as well, leaving us with a loss of near -vision.  
Dogs don't read, so they do not miss their 
up -close vision as much as we do.  

 

Dr. McCalla and patient Maximus  

Think of the lens as th e reverse of a jelly doughnut ðhard on the inside (the nucleus) and soft 
on the outside (the cortex). The lens grows thro ughout life  and adds new layers on the 
outside.  The oldest lens tissue i s in the inside ðthe nucleus. As the animal ages, the nucleus 
hardens (becomes sclerotic) and tak es on a bluish grey hazy ñcastò, first evident at around 6 
years o f age and increasing with age. Animals can see through this haze very well, assuming 
the r est of their eyes are healthy. Nuclear sclerosis is often mistaken for a cataract, even by 
general practitioner veterinarians. Slit lamp biomicroscopy performed by a veterinary 
ophthalmol ogist can differentiate between the two conditions.   
 
Nuclear sclerosis does not require treatment of any kind. Eyes with nuclear sclerosis can a lso 
develop cataracts, however ðthe two conditions are not exclusive to each other. If one of 
your dog's eyes s eems cloudier than the other one, then it probably does have some degree 
of cataract, because if the only condition present was nuclear sclerosis, then both eyes would 

"match" in the color and haziness of the pupils. Also remember that the amount of hazine ss 
that you see varies, depending on the pupil size; if the pupil is small (in bright light), then the 
iris is hiding most of the lens and you can't see the nuclear sclerosis. If the pupil is big (in 
dimmer light and also when the animal is excited), then you can see more of the nuclear 
sclerosis.  
 
There is a picture of a dog's eye with nu clear sclerosis on my website, at this link: 
 http://animaleyecare.net/diseases/cataract.htm#wha tnot  and scroll down to the section 
cal led "What is Not a Cataract?". This article also discusses what a cataract looks like. If you 
wish to read about cataracts and cataract surgery, please read the two articles in this 
website.   

**  

OldDog Haven would li ke to thank Dr. McCalla for all the help she ôs given to our dogs, 

including  Morgan, a schnauzer who came with "a bad eye" from the Tacoma shelter.  Dr. 
McCalla  explained very clearly that the eye should be removed ðand why  it should be 
removed ðas well as giving very clear written directions for the adopter about what to watch  
for in the remaining eye. Little Morgan , now known as "Beanie",  was adopted even before  we 
posted her on the website. She went to a fami ly with two kids who adore her, goes to work 
wi th her realtor mom and is a great ambassador for the senior canine citizen world.  

 

Morgan as 
she first 

came to 
ODH 

 

Morgan in her 
new life as 

Beanie  
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In the Beginningé 

 

Early days: Lee and Judith, just before ODH started , circa 2004 . Left to 
right: Alex, Sydney, Gabriel (the dog that introduced Ron and the Pipers 

at the WAIF shelter) and little Bo b.  

So, how does it happen that an 
equestrian specialist/business 
woman and a chemical engineer 
create an organization like 
OldDog Haven?  

Itôs really a matter of readiness, 
timing and, in this case, a 
series of phone calls . All of 
these factors  resulted in a few 
old dogs finding a home with 
Judith and Lee Piper in late 
2004. (Of course, it was also 

helpful that both of these 
amazing people had signs 
tattooed on their foreheads that 
said, ñOld Dogs Welcome .ò) 
The epiphany that became a 
reality to ok place during a 
conversation between Judith 
and Lee after theyôd just taken 
in Kiro and Frank, two sixteen 
year old dogs left at shelters.   

ñLee and I looked at each other and said, óSomebody needs to do this. Dogs just canôt be 
abandoned at the very end of their lives.ôò And so it begané 

Initially the idea was to provide hospice care and to take in  one dog at a time, but 
somehow ðas is often true with rescue work ðthe word got out.  Befor e they knew it , Judith 
and Lee were receiving requests from shelters and rescue groups to tak e in their older dogs. 
Eventually , staff and volunteers who  were affiliated with local shelters, as well as independent 
rescue groups , began sending in donations ( a very good thing since Judith and Lee were 
using their personal financial resources to care for the dogs they rescued) and by the end of 
2005 , OldDog Haven was officially a tax exempt , non -profit organization.  In early 2005 , the 
ODH website was created b y Ron Kerrigan , a kind man whom Judith and Lee  met when they 
adopted their beloved Gabriel from the WAIF shelter in Coupeville. ñBy then,ò Judith says, 
ñwe knew that we were really serious about this work.ò 

As news  about Old Dog Haven continued to spread am ong the shelter community , it became 

clear that Judith and Lee couldnôt possibly keep all the old dogs that needed h omes at their 
own house , so they  began to search in earnest for other people who were  willing to care for 
older dogs. Even though the Pipers  originally had no intention of doing adoption work , they 
found that some of the old dogs abandoned in shelters were very adoptable. As a result,  a 
network of foster homes was  created  to care for adoptable dogs until they found their own 
ñforever homes.ò  For the dogs that were not healthy enough or emotionally fit for adoption, 
the concept of Final Refuge homes was bor n. Final Refuge homes offer  hospice care for dogs 
that need a final and secure home, with all medical costs covered by ODH  for th e remainder  
of the dog sô lives . The number of active foster and Final R efuge homes has increased from 
one in 2005 to over fifty as of this dat e, but this is still not enough to accommodate the long 
list of older dogs that are still waiting in shelters.    

It wasnôt very long before  the media blitz happened. TV features, radio spots and newspaper 
articles co vered what was happening at Old Dog Haven. The money came in ( of critical 
importance because just veterinary bills alone are now as much as $17,000 per month ),  but 
so did the requests for help ðnot only from shelters, but from individuals needing homes for 
older dogs because of various life changing circumstances.  

 

November 2005, after ODH was in full swing.  Dan (black dog in the 
foreground) with Little Perry hidden behind. Non -black dogs are 

Penny , behind Lee , Ellie in front looking at Lee  (we remembered Ellie 
in the first issue of this e -newsletter) , Duchess  with red collar. Desi, 

black with  reddish collar; Tony  behind him , and Emmie  behind Judith . 

Now, just two yea rs later, almost  
100 dogs are cared for by Old Dog 
Haven. Judith an d Lee typically 
provide care for 15 dogs in their 
own home in Arlington. T he rest 
live in foster homes and Final 
Refuge homes located all over 
Western Washington from Blaine 
to Vancouver . T he need continues 

to grow because , as Judith has 
said, ñThereôs just nowhere for 
them to go. We desperately need 
more homes, especially 
experienced dog people to take 
dogs from shelters.ò 

The essence of who J udith and Lee 
areðas h um an beings and animal 
stewards ðis defined by this  
heartwarming  work. Their lives 
have gone to the dogs, but they 
wouldnôt have it any other way. 

Dog Activity Numbers 
 

× 295 dogs were helped in 2006  

× 223 dogs have been helped through  August 2007   

× 134 came from shelters, vet clinics, or rescue 
groups  

× 89   came from individual surrenders or rescuers  

 
× 112  have been adopted or transferred to another 

rescue group  
× 71 have been placed in Final Refuge (hospice,   

permanent foster homes)  
 

In addition to the dogs listed above:  

× OldDog Hav en also cares for 23 dogs in Final 
Refuge homes still with us  from previous years  

 
The need continues ðwe always have a waiting list of 
dogs in need:  

× 16 dogs are waiting in foster homes for adoption  

× 12 do gs are waiting for a foster or Final R efuge 
home  

× At year end 2006  we had 50 dogs in our  care . W e 
are currently caring for almost  100  dogs . 

We could not help all these dogs withou t our wonderful 
foster and Final R efuge homes, and we always need 
more.  

2008 Calendar! 
The 2008 OldDog Haven calendar 

is now avail able. Sales of the 
calendar support our old dogs.  
What a great holiday gift!  For 

more information and an order 

form, visit our  
calendar information page  

 

 

 

 

http://www.olddoghaven.org/2008Calendar.htm

