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Itõs Coming On Fall 

 

Time flies, and that isnôt truer than those summer months that appear in a flash 

and disappear just as fast. In the Pacific Northwest, the temperature varies little  

between seasons, and we were thankful that remained true this summer. OldDog  

Haven seeks to provide many things for the dogs it saves, and none more impor-

tant than comfort. This summerôs weather gave us a helping hand in assuring that 

comfort. There were sunny days, but it never got blistering hot. We at ODH know 

that gardening can be done on cloudy days, and our dogs enjoyed watching us 

outside in comfort.  

  

In this issue, we share Môlady Brigitteôs Happy Ending, a fifteen-year -old  

Dachshund comfortably ensconced in her new home with Noel Kjosness. Final  

Refuge parents Bob and Barb Bauer tell us how Honey exemplified courage and 

devotion in We Remember Honey Lionheart.  The article, Senior Dogs ï  

A Wonderful Adoption Option, lists benefits that make adopting a senior dog a 

good choice. Our Behind the Scenes article features Ardeth De Vries, a person 

whose life brings kindness and comfort to animals and people alike. In addition, 

we offer a link to the article ñFidoôs Golden Years, and Beyondò by Dr. William T.  

Testerman, about what to expect of our constant companions as they grow older 

and offers suggestions on what we can do to make both our lives and theirs a 

continuous circle of joy.    ð L.R.  

Events 
Come Join Us at Some of These Events:  

 

* Birch Bay Dog Walk ðSaturday, 

September 27th at Birch Bay State 

Park, Blaine  

* Seattle Humane Society Walk For 

The Animals  ðSaturday, October 

4th at University Village, Seattle  

Levy taking a relaxing stroll around  his 
kingdom  

http://www.birchbaydogwalk.com/
http://www.seattlehumane.org/explore/events/walk
http://www.seattlehumane.org/explore/events/walk


 

How to Help 
There are many ways to 
help! You can do anything 
from taking a foster dog 
into your home, to hanging 

a poster or two. See  How 

You Can Help  on our 

website.  

Happy Endings: Mõlady Brigitte 

Brigitte, a fifteen -year -old standard -sized long -haired Dachshund, was 

brought to the vet to be euthanized ï not at all uncommon for many of the 

dogs that come to OldDog Haven. Fortunately, the caring vet contacted 

ODH, and this dignified older lady, once treated as an expendable show -dog 

commodity, soon found herself welcome as a cherished friend and  

companion by her final refuge mom, Noel Kjosness.  
 
When Brigitte first came to Noel, she was sad, depressed, and embarrassed 

that she didnôt have ñhouseò manners. (Spending your life in a cage has long 

term effects). Brigitte felt rejected and abandoned. However, Noelôs four 

other dogs immediately accepted her as one of the pack, and Noel feels they 

are as much responsible as she is for Brigitteôs current positive outlook on 

life. Brigitte soon settled into her new home, and she became a loving, kind -

spirited friend and companion.  

 

Noel says that ñMiss Bôs favorite time of the day (and mine, too), is the quiet 

evenings that the pack and I spend together. The dogs have their own beds 

in my den, and they gather there with me to sleep while I read. Often I will 

glance up and see each of them sleeping peacefully, and I get the most  

wonderful feeling of contentment . . . and I can tell that they are feeling the 

same.ò 

 

Of the four other dogs that share Noelôs life, three were rescued, and Noel 

feels that her four rescues have an amazing affinity with each other. ñThey 

are the ones that always follow me from room to room, as if they still fear 

abandonment. The greeting that I get from my little pack when I get home 

is the highlight of my day. Much tail wagging and a group hug! It is at that 

time that I truly need to have more than two hands!ò 

 

Brigitte doesnôt hear very well anymore, and her evening walks with Noel are 

sometimes short because she doesnôt enjoy the perfect health of a young   

Brigitte, pretty as a Picture  

About OldDog Haven 
OldDog Haven provides 
assisted living and hos-
pice for senior dogs, as 
well as help  in placing 
senior dogs  in new, lov-
ing homes. We serve 
Western Washington, 
with foster homes from 
Blaine to Vancouver. To 
find out more, see 
www.olddoghaven.org  

http://www.olddoghaven.org/HowYouCanHelp.htm
http://www.olddoghaven.org/HowYouCanHelp.htm
http://www.olddoghaven.org


dog; often Noel will carry her home, 

and Noel thinks that Brigitte likes that 

part the best. But this grand old lady 

still has a spark in her eye and a 

bounce in her step, especially at meal 

time!  
 

As Noel falls asleep at night, all five 

dogs resting in their chosen spots on 

the bed, she reflects on the joy Brigitte 

has brought her: ñsharing your home 

with an older dog can add incredible 

depth and joy to your life. Older dogs 

are so grateful for a warm bed, a good 

meal, and a kind word. For those small 

gestures, they reward you with  

unconditional love. It does not get any 

better than that.ò 

 

There is a sense of peace that can be felt in the presence of lovely Miss 

Brigitte because this dignified old lady has found her forever place in the heart 

of Noel. Miss B lives in the moment, enjoying love and respect, and her less 

than nurturing past means nothing to her any longer. Itôs the quality of NOW 

thatôs important to this very classy lady. 

We Remember Honey Lionheart 

When weôre paying attention, those of us who live with dogs understand that 

they have much to teach us ðon many levels. Sometimes these dog lessons 

come in the form of ñlight bulbò insights, but more often than not what we 

learn from our canine friends becomes known in daily lessons about how to 

live in the moment and enjoy life. A marvelous example of the ultimate dog 

teacher is Honey, a twelve -year -old Yorkie described by her family as  

Brigitte cuddling with foster mom  
Noel Kjosness  

Honey poses with her final refuge family, Bob and Barb Bauer  
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