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   Newsletter Number 8– March 2009                           Editor: Ardeth De Vries 

SANDY MC CALIB: THE ULTIMATE FOSTER MOM 

When Sandy Mc Calib was two-years old she was a little 
afraid of dogs, but one day her mother insisted that she 
pet a big dog waiting in front of a store entrance. Ever 
since that fragile moment many years ago, Sandy has 
“never passed a dog that I didn’t stop to pet!” 
 
Some people allow their physical difficulties to define 
who they are as people, but in spite of struggling with 
rheumatoid arthritis and fibromyalgia, Sandy wanted to 
“do something where I felt I was making a difference, 
and being a foster mom seemed perfect.” Sandy describes 
her first foster dog, Penny, as “a joy to foster. A perfect 
start.” She also adds that she thought she’d blown her 
first foster experience one day when Penny ran out the 
front door. Despite the difficulty she had in actually 
running, Sandy managed to “hobble” after Penny and 
bring her home. After Penny was adopted, the parade of 
foster dogs that needed her began to march into Sandy’s 
life. 
 
Since December, 2005 Sandy has fostered 25 dogs for 
ODH, and all except a few have been adopted. What  
happened to those dogs that weren’t adopted? They 
stayed with Sandy, of course. Sometimes, after a dog is 
placed into foster care, health or emotional issues begin 
to surface that don’t appear initially, and Sandy feels that 
“it would be better if they stayed with me for what time 
they have left.” (like Oly and Duke in photo below) 
 

Sandy says that “the love and appreciation I feel from 
these dogs is amazing! And the changes that come over 
them when they finally know they are safe and loved is 
something to behold.” 
 
Sandy especially remembers Chance, an Australian 
Shepherd. When Chance first came to Sandy he had a 
glazed look in his eyes, and he just curled in a corner and 
stared at the wall. For three days Sandy spent many hours 
sitting beside him, talking to him, and loving him. One 
day Chance came over to her and put his head on her knee 
and Sandy saw that the light had “come on in his eyes 
again.” It took another five months before Chance was 
ready to be adopted, but now, thanks to Sandy, he has a 
wonderful permanent home and is a very happy dog. 

People often ask Sandy how she can give the dogs up to 
adoptive homes after getting so attached to them. Her 
answer? “I always remember that there are so many more 
dogs desperately needing a foster home, and now this one 
is making room for me to help one more.” 
 
160 ODH dogs were adopted last year, and those happy 
endings would never have been possible if it weren’t for 
people like Sandy who are willing to provide a half-way 
house for dogs that have been abandoned. That little 
two-year-old girl who was just a bit afraid to pet the big 
dog has become a kind and loving hero to every dog that 
shares her home. Thank you, Sandy! 

Sandy and fiancé, Phil, with Oly (left front– Final Refuge), 
Lady, (Rescue), Sammy, (Foster) Duchess, (Rescue) and 
Duke, (Final Refuge). 

Sandy, and foster dog, 
Sammy.  Sammy loves  
walking, is excellent on leash, 
and loves car rides. An avid 
gardener, Sammy is growing 
a “tennis  garden” in the back 
yard. He  scatters the tennis 
balls like seed, and then plays 
with some and buries  
others. He always greets 
Sandy and Phil at the door 
with a toy in his mouth. This 
happy boy is a real charmer 
who would love to be  
someone’s partner.   



          
 
90% of the dogs taken in by OldDog Haven need someone to drive them from the shelters or rescue organizations where 
they’ve been abandoned to safe foster or final refuge homes. Last year ODH helped 403 dogs, which means that 
hundreds of dogs a year need to be transported from one place to another. Initially, when ODH was created,  Executive 
Director, Judith Piper and her husband, Lee did the transporting (they still do in many cases), but with more and more 
dogs being taken in each year, other transport volunteers are needed to accomplish this most important task. You’re 
about to meet Patsi Robison, a woman who has driven as many as 500 miles in one day to get dogs to the safe havens 
provided by ODH. 
 
When she isn’t driving dogs all over Western Washington, Patsi is an Intervention Specialist for the Peninsula School 
District. As a supervisor for the Inclusion Program, she works with special needs students who are dealing with a variety 
of disabilities, including Autism and Down Syndrome. 
 
And then there’s the driving.... 

Transporting, according to Patsi, is a very “interesting” 
activity. It’s also often very complicated, sometimes 
involving a relay system of volunteers who meet each 
other at various points along a particular route. (One 
transport volunteer once asked Judith if she could 
arrange pot-lucks at the rest stops along I-5.) Judith 
does the juggling in terms of who’s doing what, and 
then Patsi networks with other volunteers to determine 
the best way to accomplish the task of getting dogs 
where they needs to be. Patsi has picked up dogs from 
shelters all over Western Washington, and she has also 
driven to Pasco to the Tri-Cities Shelter. On one 
occasion she drove from her home in Gig Harbor to 
Chehalis, picked up dogs, brought them to ODH home 
base in Arlington, drove to Bellingham, picked up 
another dog and brought the dog back to Arlington 
before she went home for the day. Perhaps Patsi needs 
to look into frequent driver miles.... 
 
The process of transferring dogs from shelters into the 
care of OldDog Haven doesn’t happen within minutes. 
Patsi always needs to spend time at the shelter getting 
as much information as she can from the staff, looking 
at medical records (if any are available), and sometimes 
doing a behavior assessment at the shelter. And then 
there’s the paperwork line, which Patsi says can take “a 
very long time.” 

Once the paperwork is complete and Patsi is free to bring the 
dogs to her station wagon, the actual journey can begin. “Any 
dog we have gotten has been through a traumatic ordeal. 
They are all initially sad and confused, often depressed, but 
they are trusting souls despite what they have had to endure 
and are usually loving and appreciative to be with you.” 
These “trusting souls” leave the shelter as they arrived in 
most cases: very dirty, matted, often flea bitten, or suffering 
from other skin or medical issues. In many cases dogs are so 
sick that Patsi has to move fast to get them to Judith, who 
then rushes them to a vet. 
 
One of Patsi’s most eventful deliveries occurred when she 
picked up three dogs for ODH in Olympia. One of the dogs 
was a frightened little blonde Shih Tzu (Patsi’s favorite 
breed) named Hannah who was hiding under the car seat in 
the vehicle of another transport volunteer who had come to 
meet Patsi. Hannah wouldn’t move, so Patsi sat down on the 
pavement, put her head right down by the dog, and soon she 
felt a little nuzzle from Hannah, who immediately crawled 
into Patsi’s arms. Once on the road, Patsi stopped long 
enough to call Judith: “I hope you don’t already have a place 
for Hannah because we’ve adopted each other.” And they’ve 
been together ever since then. 

Patsi “absolutely loves driving 
them to their new destinations 
and new happier life. They 
communicate wonderful things 
just in that small amount of 
time and I feel attached to 
them before they leave. It’s 
very therapeutic. I am by far 
the happiest when I’m with the 
dogs. I wish this could be my 
full time job!” Patsi and Hannah 

We’re very grateful to Patsi for her efforts on behalf of the 
dogs that depend on her to drive them away from fear and 
isolation to love and security. Paws up to you, Patsi! 

Two more 
dogs are 
on their 
way to 
safe,  
loving 
homes. 
 
Patsi’s 
ready to 
rock and 
roll!  

OLDDOG HAVEN EXPRESS 



I would like to help. Enclosed please find a donation in the amount of $____________ 
 Please make check payable to: OldDog Haven. 
 ODH is a 501(c)3 charitable organization: donations are tax-deductible. 
Name_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address___________________________________________________________________________ 
City___________________________State__________________Zip_______________ 
‘Phone (      )________________email___________________________@______________________ 
 
Please mail your check to: PMB A–4, 621 State Route 9 NE, Lake Stevens, WA 98258-9400.            

 OLDDOG HAVEN BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 
 Chris Cook        Executive Director: Judith Piper 
 Ardeth De Vries 
 Ron Kerrigan           Data Base Manager/Assistant Director:   
 Tina Perovich           Lee Piper 
 Laura Temple 
 
Telephone: (360) 653-0311 
email: olddoghaven@verizon.net 
web site: www.olddoghaven.org 

Tina and Chris with former ODH foster dog 
Gloria (white dog)-now happily living in her new 
home- and Tina’s best friend, Nanook, adopted 
nine years ago. 

Mailing address: 
PMB A-4 
621 State Route 9 NE 
Lake Stevens, WA 
 98258-9400 

 
Tina Perovich and Chris Cook  have recently joined the ODH 
family as board members, but they’ve been actively 
volunteering for ODH since the beginning. 
 
Whether it be showcasing ODH adoptable dogs at events, helping 
with transport, evaluating older dogs for ODH, fostering dogs, or 
spending the day with the dogs at Home Base so Judith and Lee 
can visit with family and friends, Tina and Chris are always ready 
to help. Chris and Tina are also longtime dog-walkers at the WAIF 
animal shelter in Coupeville, and they often drive long distances to 
get dogs to and from Whidbey Island.  
 
We’re very fortunate that Tina and Chris are willing to assist us in 
so many ways. 

OLDDOG HAVEN WELCOMES 
             NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

There are many local groups and businesses that 
support ODH in so many ways we’d like to thank 
them for their efforts by highlighting one group or 
business in each of our print newsletters. 
 
This month we salute Larry Malzahn and his wife, 
Carla– owners of Scrub-a-Pup in Edmonds -for 
their continuing support of ODH.  

We thank Scrub-a-Pup for helping ODH in so 
many ways: Larry and Carla have adopted a senior 
dog through ODH; they have fostered a dog for 
us, and they often groom our foster dogs. They 
also do fundraisers for ODH– the latest was a Pet 
with Santa photo promotion at Christmas. Larry 
and Carla also frequently send donated food to us, 
sometimes even delivering the donations 
themselves, which is quite a drive for them. 
 
For several years Scrub-A-Pup has done a really 
wonderful thing for ODH. On a Sunday that the 
grooming salon is closed, a large van arrives at 
Home Base in Arlington and picks up as many 
dogs as the van will hold. (Last time it was 11 
dogs.) The dogs are brought back to the store 
where groomers and customers volunteer to spend 
the day bathing and grooming them. The dogs 
return to Home Base looking fabulous. 
Judith says “all the dogs love it and aren't stressed 
at all. These are just wonderful people!” 
 
Thank you Larry, Carla, and staff. We appreciate  
everything you do for ODH dogs!  

If you would like 
to help by 
fostering or  
providing a final 
refuge home, 
please 
contact us! 
(360) 653-0311 

Thank you! 

Two people 
(Larry and 
Carla) and 
three dogs in 
a tub. Next 
comes  
grooming and 
Best in Show 
awards! 

180 W. Dayton St. Edmonds 
www.edmondsscrubapup.com 

(425)775-7152 
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What a winter for ODH! Economic conditions, 
the mortgage mess, and puppy mill raids have all  
contributed to the overwhelming number of senior 
dogs needing our help. We now have more than 150 
dogs in our care – most permanent residents - and a very long  
waiting list. 
 
ODH took in six “young seniors” from one puppy mill in early 
February. Thanks to a fantastic team effort among volunteers,  
foster parents, and veterinarians, all have been altered, health-
assessed and procedures done. One is too sick, but the other five 
hopefully will be ready for adoption when you read this. 
 
We also have 13 seniors from the Skagit County raids; at time  
of writing they were still being held as evidence in the litigation 
and were not available for major medical procedures or adoption. 
We are hopeful that they will be released soon, but it is possible 
some or all will be returned to the owners. Meanwhile, in spite of 
the great strain on our foster network, our truly wonderful foster  
parents have been socializing, housetraining, and loving these  
little creatures – all are tiny, most are scared.    
 
Vet costs for these dogs, if they are released, will be very high.  
At a  minimum, each dog will cost $500-800, and many have  
really significant needs. At the same time, many old dogs in  
shelters or about to lose their homes need us just as much. With  
so many dogs needing our help, our finances are really strained.  
 
If you can help, please consider ADOPTING , providing a  
FOSTER or FINAL REFUGE home, or making a  
DONATION . Funds are needed more than ever, and any amount  
is helpful. See our website for OTHER WAYS TO HELP .  
 
TEAMWORK DOES IT! Thanks to all who contribute in so 
many ways. What we do couldn’t be done without you.     

         A MESSAGE FROM “MADAM OLDDOG” 

 
Ever read Modern Dog magazine? This month 
you should. 
 
The March issue of Modern Dog features a 
comprehensive article about ODH by Carreen 
Maloney that tells it like it is. Carreen really 
gets what ODH is all about:  
“...But with people like Judith Piper and her 
band of volunteers out there to welcome these 
animals into their homes, the dogs leave the 
world feeling loved and protected. More than 
most, they have angels in their corner who see 
beauty in even the straggliest souls.” 
 
You’ll have to buy the magazine to read the rest 
of the story, but I guarantee that if you aren’t  
already doing something to help ODH dogs, 
you’ll think of a way once you finish the story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carreen is a freelance writer who has been 
involved in animal rescue for twenty years. To 
read more about what Carreen is doing to help 
animals, go to her blog at this address: 
http://www.moderndogmagazine.com/blogs/
rescue 

ODH FEATURED IN MARCH  
ISSUE OF Modern Dog MAGAZINE 

Carreen and Indy, a dog she rescued from New  
Orleans in the aftermath of Katrina. Indy now lives 
happily in Portland, OR. 

(aka Executive Director, Judith Piper) 


